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Netra from NDRF to aid search operations
in Himachal
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Yatra gets a Netra

Unmanned aerial vehicle Netra will scout for bodies of engineering

students from Hyderabad who drowned in river Beas in Himachal

Pradesh. With many bodies suspected to be entangled in the river bed,

the search will employ the use of  Sound Navigation and Ranging

(Sonar) equipment for bodies, according to P Vairavanathan, Assistant

Commandant, NDRF.

The UAV, a prized possession of the NDRF 5th battalion, was used for

search operations during the Uttarakhand floods last year. “Netra can fly

2.5 km from take-off point and to a height of 1000 ft. It has a battery

back-up of 30 minutes. In case of a small malfunction or battery

discharge, built-in fail-safe system allows it to return to take-off point

even if communication is lost,” said Alok Awasthi,commandant of the

battalion. “We gave the UAV yesterday for search operation. After 48

hours the bodies tend to float on the surface,” added Awasthi.

The bodies may not surface if entangled under boulders. “Within 48

hours, bodies float up but in this case, the bodies have got stuck in

boulders and silt. This hit search operations. Out of the 24 bodies, 8

have been fished out. Even the body that was taken out on Thursday

was stuck so badly that four divers had to take it out. Netra is useful only

when bodies are visible on the surface. But we are monitoring the

surface continuously with two units of NETRA as inaccessible areas

can be reached using NETRA,” said Vairavanathan. “Tomorrow, after

getting SONAR equipment, which is being provided by GMR group, we

will be able to see the situation better,” said Vairavanathan who is

accompanied by sub inspector Sanjay Desai of the battalion.

Another major advantage is high-resolution photos the vehicle can take.
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The UAV, a prized possession of the NDRF 5th battalion, was used for search
operations during the Uttarakhand floods last year.
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“Netra can take high resolution pictures in flight. It can telecast search

area live to the base station which is again a big advantage as the flight

can be modified as per visuals,” said Avasthi. “It has a line of sight of 1.5

km at a height of 300 m.  It is operated by a team of two. For a mission

like this, this is a good vehicle,” added Awasthi.

   

to help us personalise your reading experience.

LATEST NEWS FROM CITIES

PHOTOS

8. Praising me no help, time to bite economic
bullet: Narendra Modi to nation

9. National Interest: 8,618

10. Preity Zinta files sexual harrasment case
against ex-beau Ness Wadia

11. Ness Wadia claims innocence as Preity Zinta
says she was abused by him earlier as well

12. Kick first poster: Salman Khan, goatee and
superhero mask

http://indianexpress.com/tag/himachal-pradesh
http://indianexpress.com/tag/ndrf
http://indianexpress.com/tag/p-vairavanathan
http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/delhi/feeding-the-fire/
http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/delhi/feeding-the-fire/
http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/delhi/soul-to-soul-2/
http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/mumbai/the-boy-who-loves-movies/
http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/mumbai/songs-of-the-sand/
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=300&winname=addthis&pub=pranjal26&source=tbx32-300&lng=en-US&s=google_plusone_share&url=http%3A%2F%2Findianexpress.com%2Farticle%2Fcities%2Fpune%2Fnetra-from-ndrf-to-aid-search-operations-in-himachal%2F&title=Netra%20from%20NDRF%20to%20aid%20search%20operations%20in%20Himachal%20%7C%20The%20Indian%20Express&ate=AT-pranjal26/-/-/539eaf5a1804e85c/5&frommenu=1&uid=539eaf5aa762c3bf&ct=1&pre=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F&tt=0&captcha_provider=nucaptcha
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=300&winname=addthis&pub=pranjal26&source=tbx32-300&lng=en-US&s=reddit&url=http%3A%2F%2Findianexpress.com%2Farticle%2Fcities%2Fpune%2Fnetra-from-ndrf-to-aid-search-operations-in-himachal%2F&title=Netra%20from%20NDRF%20to%20aid%20search%20operations%20in%20Himachal%20%7C%20The%20Indian%20Express&ate=AT-pranjal26/-/-/539eaf5a1804e85c/6&frommenu=1&uid=539eaf5abc43fdf9&ct=1&pre=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F&tt=0&captcha_provider=nucaptcha
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=300&winname=addthis&pub=pranjal26&source=tbx32-300&lng=en-US&s=linkedin&url=http%3A%2F%2Findianexpress.com%2Farticle%2Fcities%2Fpune%2Fnetra-from-ndrf-to-aid-search-operations-in-himachal%2F&title=Netra%20from%20NDRF%20to%20aid%20search%20operations%20in%20Himachal%20%7C%20The%20Indian%20Express&ate=AT-pranjal26/-/-/539eaf5a1804e85c/7&frommenu=1&uid=539eaf5a190ea98c&ct=1&pre=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F&tt=0&captcha_provider=nucaptcha
http://indianexpress.com/photos/
http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/pm-narendra-modi-warns-of-tough-measures-on-economic-front/
http://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/national-interest-8618/
http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/preity-zinta-files-sexual-harrasment-case-against-ex-beau-ness-wadia-reports/
http://indianexpress.com/article/india/crime/ness-wadia-claims-innocence-as-preity-zinta-says-she-was-abused-by-him-earlier-as-well/
http://indianexpress.com/article/entertainment/bollywood/kick-first-poster-salman-khan-goatee-and-superhero-mask/


6/16/2014 Netra from NDRF to aid search operations in Himachal |  The Indian Express

http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/pune/netra-from-ndrf-to-aid-search-operations-in-himachal/ 4/5

Shah Rukh Khan Treats
Young Fans To Lungi Dance
To Celebrate Father’s Day

Salman Khan Is Back,
Unveils Kick Trailer With
Jacqueline
Fernandez, Nawazuddin

Happy Birthday Disco Dancer
– Mithun Chakraborty’s Most
Memorable roles

FIFA World Cup: Lionel Messi
Delivers On Big stage

INDIA

CBI takes over probe into
Gopinath Munde's death

WORLD

48 reported killed in
militant attack on Kenya
town: Red Cross

SPORTS

Germany versus Ronaldo

LIFESTYLE

Top 7 fitness gadgets you
might need

ENTERTAINMENT

Mani Ratnam on
Aishwarya Rai film: Will
confirm cast when script is
complete

TECHNOLOGY

Ricoh WG- review: The
adventure-proof camera

The Express Group Expressindia The Indian Express The Financial Express Loksatta Jansatta Exims Ramnath Goenka Aw ards

http://indianexpress.com/photos/entertainment-gallery/shah-rukh-khan-treats-young-fans-to-lungi-dance-to-celebrate-fathers-day/
http://indianexpress.com/photos/entertainment-gallery/shah-rukh-khan-treats-young-fans-to-lungi-dance-to-celebrate-fathers-day/
http://indianexpress.com/photos/entertainment-gallery/salman-khan-is-back-unveils-kick-trailer-with-jacqueline-fernandez-nawazuddin/
http://indianexpress.com/photos/entertainment-gallery/salman-khan-is-back-unveils-kick-trailer-with-jacqueline-fernandez-nawazuddin/
http://indianexpress.com/photos/entertainment-gallery/happy-birthday-disco-dancer-mithun-chakrabortys-most-memorable-roles/
http://indianexpress.com/photos/entertainment-gallery/happy-birthday-disco-dancer-mithun-chakrabortys-most-memorable-roles/
http://indianexpress.com/photos/sports-gallery/fifa-world-cup-lionel-messi-delivers-on-big-stage/
http://indianexpress.com/photos/sports-gallery/fifa-world-cup-lionel-messi-delivers-on-big-stage/
http://indianexpress.com/section/india/
http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/cbi-takes-over-probe-into-gopinath-mundes-death/
http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/cbi-takes-over-probe-into-gopinath-mundes-death/
http://indianexpress.com/section/world/
http://indianexpress.com/article/world/middle-east-africa/48-reported-killed-in-militant-attack-on-kenya-town-red-cross/
http://indianexpress.com/article/world/middle-east-africa/48-reported-killed-in-militant-attack-on-kenya-town-red-cross/
http://indianexpress.com/section/sports/
http://indianexpress.com/article/sports/football/fifa-world-cup-germany-versus-cristiano-ronaldo/
http://indianexpress.com/article/sports/football/fifa-world-cup-germany-versus-cristiano-ronaldo/
http://indianexpress.com/section/lifestyle/
http://indianexpress.com/article/lifestyle/top-7-fitness-gadgets-you-might-need/
http://indianexpress.com/article/lifestyle/top-7-fitness-gadgets-you-might-need/
http://indianexpress.com/section/entertainment/
http://indianexpress.com/article/entertainment/entertainment-others/mani-ratnam-on-aishwarya-rai-film-will-confirm-cast-when-script-is-complete/
http://indianexpress.com/article/entertainment/entertainment-others/mani-ratnam-on-aishwarya-rai-film-will-confirm-cast-when-script-is-complete/
http://indianexpress.com/section/technology/
http://indianexpress.com/article/technology/gadgets/ricoh-wg-review-the-adventure-proof-camera/
http://indianexpress.com/article/technology/gadgets/ricoh-wg-review-the-adventure-proof-camera/
http://indianexpress.com/todays-paper/
http://m.indianexpress.com/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/the-indian-express/id506351833?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/the-indian-express-for-ipad/id474196564?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.indianexpress.android&hl=en
http://www.indianexpress.com/syndication/
http://epaper.indianexpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/indianexpress
https://twitter.com/indianexpress
https://plus.google.com/+indianexpress
http://www.youtube.com/IndianExpress
http://indianexpress.tumblr.com/
https://www.pinterest.com/IndianExpress/
http://www.expressindia.com/news/expressgroup/
http://www.expressindia.com/
http://www.indianexpress.com/
http://www.financialexpress.com/
http://www.loksatta.com/
http://www.jansatta.com/
http://www.exims.in/
http://www.expressindia.com/ramnath-goenka-foundation/


6/16/2014 Netra from NDRF to aid search operations in Himachal |  The Indian Express

http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/pune/netra-from-ndrf-to-aid-search-operations-in-himachal/ 5/5

Express Tow ers Business Publication Division Express Pharma Express Healthcare Express Hospitality Express Travelw orld Express Computers

Privacy Policy Advertise w ith Us Contact Us Subscribe

Copyright © 2014 The Indian Express ltd. All Rights Reserved

http://www.expresstowers.in/
http://expressbusinesspublications.com/
http://pharma.financialexpress.com/
http://healthcare.financialexpress.com/
http://hospitality.financialexpress.com/
http://travel.financialexpress.com/
http://computer.financialexpress.com/
http://indianexpress.com/privacy-policy/
http://expressgroup.indianexpress.com/advertise.html
http://indianexpress.com/contact-us/
http://subscribe.indianexpress.com/
http://vip.wordpress.com/

